5% 


aoe 


wi: 


COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


Pal aA 
ir ABR er 


smut» WHAT | 
‘By’ ComPaA 


No. 81 


RALEIGH, N. C. 


1951 i QUESTIONS PERTINENT TO THIS ISSUE 
qe i 5 


1. WHAT 1S ‘THE EXPECTED 1951 TOBACCO ACREAGE? 
2. |S PEANUT ACREAGE EXPECTED TO INCREASE OR DECREASE IN 1951? 
3. HOW MANY HOGS WERE SLAUGHTERED IN NoRTH CAROLINA IN FEBRUARY? 
Discuss; THE 1951 CROP OUTLOOK FOR NORTH CAROLINA. 
WHAM(WAS THE FEBRUARY MILK PRODUCTION PER COW? 

6. CoMPARE: FEBRUARY BROILER PLACEMENTS WITH JANUARY. 

THE EXPECTED 1951 CORN ACREAGE? 

EXPECTED 1951 POTATO ACREAGE WITH LAST YEAR. 

9. HOW MANY ACRES OF SOYBEANS WILL BE PLANTED THIS YEAR? 
10. HOW DOES EXPECTED HAY ACREAGE COMPARE WITH 1950 ACREAGE? 
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MARCH GENERAL FARM REPORT AND 1951 INTENTIONS TO PLANT 


CROP OUTLOOK FOR 1951 


If North Carolina farmers carry 
out their intentions to plant as 
reported around March 1, the total 
acreage of spring planted crops, ex- 
cluding cotton, will be about 1 per 
cent greater than was planted during 
1950. Estimates of the acreage seed- 
ed to cotton will not be available 
until July 9. 

According to reports from growers, 
North Carolina will have larger ac- 
reages of sorghums, tobacco, soy- 
beans and hay crops. Off-setting 
these increases will be smaller 
acreages of corn, oats, potatoes, 
sweetpotatoes, cowpeas and peanuts. 

Actual plantings may turn out 
to be larger or smaller than in- 
dicated by reason of weather con- 
ditions,price changes, labor supply, 
financial conditions, the agricultural 
program and the effect of this re- 
port itself upon farmers’ actions. 
The acreage actually planted to 
peanuts may vary from the intentions 
expressed here as a result of changes 
in allotments to farmers,which was 
still an unsettled question at the 
time this report was made. 

The expressed intentions of farm- 
ers to plant tobacco indicated about 
a 12 percent increase in total flue- 
cured acreage in the State. This com- 
pares with an increase in allotments 
of approximately 14.8 percent. Weath- 


(Continued on Page 2) 


POTATO ACREAGE DOWN SHARPLY 


Based on March 1 intentions re- 
ports, a total of 54,000 acres of 
potatoes will be planted for harvest 
in North Carolina in 1951. This is 
a 16 percent reduction from the 
64,000 acres planted in 1950 and 
33 percent less than the 10-year 
(1940-49) average. 

Growers in the “commercial early” 
area currently expect to plant 17,000 
acres of potatoes. A crop of this 
size would be 34 percent less than 
the 25,700 acres grown last year 
and the smallest acreage planted 
since records were begun in 1924. 


MILK PRODUCTION FOR FEBRUARY 
AT RECORD HIGH LEVEL 


The record high level of milk pro- 
duction on farms in North Carolina 
established in 1950 has continued into 
the early months of 1951. February 
production totaled an estimated 122 
million pounds, the highest production 
of record for this month. 

Compared to last month, production 
dropped 7 million pounds but even at 
that it was 10 million powds greater 
than for February a year ago. 

The seasonal pattern of milk pro- 
duction during past years for this 
State has established February as the 
month of lowest production in the 
yearly cycle. This would mean that 
production should begin to climb for 
the next few months. 

A slight increase in the number of 
milk cows on farms occurred in Febru- 
ary and now totals 381,000 head, in- 
cluding both dry and milked animals. 
Milk production per cow in herds av- 
eraged 320 pounds during February 
which is a record high production 
per cow for this month. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


NORTH CAROLINA POTATO ACREAGE BELOW 1950 PLANTINGS 


BROILER PLACEMENTS UP 22% 


Commercial hatcheries in North 
Carolina placed a total of 1,874,000 
chicks with broiler producers in the 
Chatham-Wilkes commercial broiler 
areas during February. This was an 
increase of 22 percent over January 
placements and 14 percent more than 
the 1,650,000 chicks placed during 
February a year ago. 

The 2,762,000 eggs placed in in- 
cubators during the month by hatch- 
erymen serving the two areas were 
16,000 less than January settings 
but 7 percent more than the number 
set during February 1950. 

Hatchings totalled 2,048,000 
chicks during February -- an in- 
crease of 13 percent over January 
hatchings and 12 percent greater than 
the February hatch last year. 

Broiler demand and prices strength- 
ened considerably for the second 
straight month since hitting a 
season’s low of 21 cents per pound 
in December. Prices rose from 26 
cents per pound (FOB Farm) the first 
of the month to 30 cents per pound 
at month’s end. 
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MILK PRODUCTION (Continued) 


Winter pastures have not afforded 
the heavy grazing realized during 
the preceding two years. Even so, 
management and feeding practices held 
milk production at a high level dur- 
ing the winter months. The last week 
of February was mild and old and new 
pastures were beginning to take on 
color, and provided weather condi- 
tions are favorable should provide 
some green feed soon. 


WOOL RECEIPTS AND 
PRODUCTION INCREASE 


Wool production in North Carolina 
in 1950 totalled 162,000 pounds, up 
12 percent from 1949 production. The 
number of sheep shorn in the state at 
30,000 was the same as for the pre- 
ceding year but the weight per fleece 
increased from 4.8 pounds in 1949 
to 5.4 pounds. 

Cash receipts from sale of wool 
totalled $84,000 compared with 1949 
receipts of $71,000. Wool prices in 
1950 averaged 52 cents per pound 
compared with an average price of 
49 cents per pound received by pro- 
ducers a year earlier. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES 
WOOL PRODUCTION - 1949-1950 


SHEEP PRICE 
SHORN PER CasyH 
No. 1/ Le. RECEIPT 


Las. Les. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


4.8 144 49 
5.4 162 «552 


NiTED STATES 


8.04 216,878 49.4 


19 49] 26.975 
8.41 220,135 57.3 


27,150 


107 , 37 
126,171 


1/ Includes sheep shorn in commercial 
feeding yards. 


WHEAT ACREAGE INCREASES 


Based upon preliminary reports 
received from wheat producers last 
fall, it is estimated that 436,000 
acres of the crop have been planted 
in North Carolina for the 1951 season. 
This estimate, however, was released 
last December. Such an acreage com- 
pares with 415,000 acres planted for 
the 1950 season and 375,000 acres 
harvested in 1950. 

An estimate of farmers’ intended 
harvested acreage for the coming 
season will be available: about May 
10. A preliminary estimate of pro- 
duction for grain, however, will be 
released about April 10. 


CROP OUTLOOK ( Continued) 


er conditions, plant supplies and a 
decreasing labor supply are factors 
which will have definite bearings on 
the actual acreage planted. 

Following a rather severe winter, 
the change to warmer weather about 
the middle of February has resulted 
in a considerable increase in the 
activity on farms along with a slight- 
ly brighter outlook for growing 
crops. Rainfall during the winter 
months was somewhat spotted, and in 
many areas farmers have been troubled 
with dry soil conditions. 

Sub-soil moisture supplies are 
unusually low in some southern 
Piedmont and southeastern counties. 
However, recent rains have alleviated 
most of these dry conditions and 
State-wide soil conditions are 
generally favorable. 

Reports from growers throughout 
the State indicate that fall seeded 
grain crops suffered some winter 
freeze damage, particularly that 
portion of the acreage which was 
seeded late in the fall. However, 
the low winter temperatures have had 
a hardening effect on small grain 
plants. This has prevented excessive 
growth, and these crops should be in a 
much better position to withstand 
any late spring freezes than was the 
case last year. ; 

Late fall seeded pastures suffered 
rather heavy damage in many sections 
of the State along with new seedings 
of alfalfa. The damage seems to have 
been limited mostly to the acreage 
which was seeded late and did not 
have an opportunity to get a good 
start prior to the cold weather. 

On an average, tobacco plant beds 
were seeded a little later than usual 
due to the cold weather. However, 
plants are now coming up, and adequate 
plant supplies are in prospect to plant 
the increased acreage unless later 
losses are sustained. 

About 75 percent of the commercial 
early Irish potato acreage was plant- 
ed prior to March 1. The acreage is 
considerably smaller than that plant- 
ed a year ago. 


SLIGHT DECREASE IN CORN ACREAGE 


North Carolina farmers have in- 
dicated they will plant 2, 203, 000 
acres Of corn for all purposes in 
1951. This is 2.0 percent less than 
the 2,248,000 acres planted in 1950 
and 4,1 percent less than the 1940- 
1949 average acreage planted. 

Higher corn yields per acre have 
Probably been an important factor in 
influencing farmers’ decisions to 
plant slightly less corn in 1951. 
Hence, farmers are producing the 
same amount or more corn on fewer 
acres to meet livestock feed re- 


quirements. 


TOBACCO ACREAGE TO INCREASE 


On the basis of March 1 reports 
from growers, it is estimated that 
712,000 acres will be set to flue- 
cured tobacco in North Carolina this 
year. A flue-cured tobacco crop of 
this size would exceed the 636,000 
acres harvested last year by about 
12 percent. The indicated increase 
is about the same for all types of 
flue-cured tobacco. 

Growers of Type 11 tobacco have 
indicated they would set 280,000 
acres. This represents an increase 
of 30,000 acres or 12.0 percent above 
the acreage harvested last year. 

Growers of Type 12 tobacco report 
intentions to set 344,000 acres, which 
is also 12.0 percent more than the 
307,000 acres harvested in 1950. 

Type 13 growers have indicated 
they would set 88,000 acres as com- 
pared to 79,000 acres last year. 
This would be an increase of 11.0 
percent over the 1950 crop. 

Growers of burley tobacco (Type 31) 
report intentions to set 10,800 acres 
xhis year as compared to 16,000 acres 
last year. 


PROSPECTIVE PEANUT ACREAGE 
LOWEST SINCE 1933 


If growers carry out their March 
intentions, they will plant 234,000 
acres of peanuts (alone for all pur- 
poses) in 1951. A crop of this size 
would be 5 percent less than the 1950 
acreage and the smallest acreage 
planted to peanuts in North Carolina 
since 1933. 

The acreage actually planted to 
peanuts may vary from intentions ex- 
pressed here as a result of changes 
in allotments to farmers, which was 
still an unsettled question when this 
report was made. 

Acreage allotments for the commer- 
cial crop in 1951 are now set at 
16.5 percent below the 1950 allotted 
acreage. Growers will be allowed to 
plant up to their 1947 base acreage 
however, the excess over allotments 
to be sold for oil at the direction 
of the Secretary of Agriculture. 


SWEETPOTATO ACREAGE DOWN 15% 


Reports from growers as of March 
l indicate they intend to reduce 
sweetpotato acreage 15 percent in 
1951. If these intentions mater- 
ialize, 50,000 acres of sweetpotatoes 
will be planted for harvest in the 
State this year, compared with 59,000 
acres harvested last year. 

A crop of this size would be 26 
percent less than the 1940-49 average 
acreage and the second smallest 
acreage devoted to sweetpotatoes 
since 1875. 
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PROSPECTIVE PLANTING FOR 1951 


NORTH CAROLINA 


UNIT 
AVERAGE 1940-19 49 ACREAGE PLANTED 


ACREAGE 
PLANTED 


SWEETPOTATOES 
POTATOES 
ToBACCo* 


Att Fiue Curep* 
Type 31 (Burtey) 
ALL ToBACCco* 
Soy BEANS** 
CowPEAs** 
PEANUTS** 
SoRGHUMS, ALL PuRPOSE.. 


* 
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LARGER SOYBEAN ACREAGE INDICATED 


Based on March 1 intentions re- 
ports a5 percent increase in soy- 
beans grown alone for all purposes 
is.in prospect for 1951. This wuld 
be a total of 439,000 acres for this 
year compared to 418,000 acres in 
1950 and the 10-year average of 388,- 
000 acres. 

The intended acreage for 1951 will 
be the second largest of record with 
a high of 495,000 acres being reached 
in 1943. Except for the year 1949, 
acreage for this crop has shown sharp 
increases since 1946. Interest in the 
crop has spread to practically all 
areas of the State and made rather 
strong gains in 1950 in Coastal Areas 
as a result of acreage controls on 
corn and cotton in certain counties 
as well as in Piedmont counties wheres 
an optional wheat control program 
was in effect. mall grain famers 
are gradually showing interest in the 
production of this crop since it fits 
well into their grain production 
program and means more efficient 
use of machinery and equipment. 

Prospective acreage for the Nation 
as a whole as of March 1 was indi- 
cated to be 13,772,000 acres of soy- 
beans alone for all purposes compared 
to 14,704,000 acres in 1950. 


N. C. OATS ACREAGE DOWN SLIGHTLY 


The total acreage of oats seeded 
in North Carolina for the 1951 crop 
year is estimated at 496,000 acres. 
This is 2 percent less than the 506, - 
000 acres planted for all purposes 
a year earlier and compares with the 
10-year average of 420,000 acres 
planted. 

The Nation’s planted crop for the 
1951 season is 5 percent below that 
of 1950 and 1.6 percent above average. 


PROSPECTIVE HAY ACREAGE SHOWS 
INCREASE OVER LAST YEAR 


A slight increase in total hay 
acreage for North Carolina is in- 
dicated for 1951, according to re- 
ports received from farmers relative 
to their planting intentions for 
crops as of March 1. Prospective 
acreage of all hay for the coming 
year is estimated at 1,151,000 acres 
an increase of 1 percent from 
the 1,140,000 acres harvested in 
1950. However, this is the second 
smallest total hay acreage indicated 
for the State since 1941. 

Most of this slight increase over 
last year in prospective hay ac- 
reage for 1951 will be the result 
of larger grain crops this season. 
This will mean. a larger lespedeza 
hay crop for harvest than in 1950 
Although some increases are indicat- 
ed for most other hays, it is the 
prospects for a larger lespedeza 
hay acreage that accounts for most 
of the increase in total hay acreage. 


SORGHUM ACREAGE UP 


The acreage to be devoted to all 
sorghums in the State this year is 
currently estimated at 61,000 acres, 
which is 6,000 acres above 1950. The 
increase in acreage is largely attri- 
buted to the spreading popularity 
of milo or combine sorghums. 

Nationally, an increase of 24 per- 
cent over last year is expected in 
the acreage of all sorghums. 


The net income realized by farm 
operators tn 1950 was the lowest of 
the postwar period, according to pre- 
liminary estimates. The totalof $13 
billion. was down 8 percent from 1949 
and 27 percent below the 1947 peak. 


BARLEY ACREAGE DROPS 


On a basis of repart= from barley 
growers in the State, 40,000 acres 
of the crop were planted for the cur- 
rent year. This is a 6,000-acre de- 
cline from that planted during the 
Previous season and compares with 
the 10-year average of 45,000 acres. 

The planted acreage for the United 
States for 1951 is estimated to be 
14 percent below last year. 


1950 EGG PRODUCTION UNCHANGED 
FROM PRECEDING YEAR 


A total of 1,009 million eggs 
were produced in North Carolina dur- 
ing 1950. This was the same number 
as produced during the preceding 
year. 

The average number of layers in 
farm flocks-during the year at 17,- 
398,000 was an increase of almost 
1 percent over the average number 
of layers on farms in 1949. How- 
ever, a slight decrease in the rate 
of lay resulted in total production 
remaining the same for the two years. 


NORTH CAROLINA MONTHLY EGG PRODUCTION 
1949-1950 


Av. NUMBER Eccs PER 
F LAYERS 100 LAYERS 


1949 1950) 1949 1950 


THOUSANDS 


UR Teas) 
Hees 
anen 
7,364 
7,008 
6,830 
6,562 
6,472 
| 7,005 
7.627 
1,982 
8,068 


7,341 


7,978 
8,066 
7,800 
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7,088 
6,910 
6,644 
6,642 
Ter 
7,528 
7,706 
7,882 
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FEBRUARY, 1951, WEATHER SUMMARY 

The arrival of February brought 
no relief from the wintery conditions 
common during much of the previous 
two months in North Carolina. In 
fact, a cold wave spread eastward to 
the coast on the ist and 2nd dropping 
temperatures to some of the lowest 
levels of the winter season. Three 
additional periods of cold weather 
followed with the lowest temperatures 
occurring, in general, on the 8th, 
16th and 24th. Snow blanketed coast- 
al aréas on the 3rd with depths up to 
4 inches in some areas. Snow fell 
again in most of the State on the 
9th, resulting in icy highways and 
streets in some interior sections. 
Strong winds occurred on several days 
during the month. Tomadic-like winds 
moved across small areas in Winston- 
Salem and near Greensboro on the ist, 
causing an estimated $2,000 damage 
in Winston-Salem alone. 

Sub-zero temperatures were report- 
ed in higher mountain sections during 
the cold weather at the beginning of 
the month. The morning of the 4th 
was about the coldest with a temper- 
ature of 10 degrees common in the 
Piedmont and interior Coastal Plains. 
A trend toward warmer began on the 
12th, and resulted in considerably 
warmer weather during the latter 
half of the month. New record-high 
temperatures were established on sev- 
eral different days with readings in 
the upper 70’s. For the entire month, 
temperatures averaged from 2 to 3 
degrees above long-time averages. 

Total precipitation amounts were 
less than long-time averages in just 
about all areas of the State this 
month. The departures amounted to 
oyer 2 inches in much of the Piednont 
and Coastal Plains. The precipitation 
that did occur was well distributed 
with some falling in each week. 


NORTH CAROLINA & UNITED STATES LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER JANUARY, 1950-1951 # 


THous. HEAD THOUS. 


6. 
4. 
34. 
1 


CATTLE ... 4 
CALVES...- 4 
we 0 


# Includes slaughter under Federal inspection and other wholesale and retail 
slaughter; excludes farm slaughter. 


MEAT PRODUCTION 


Commercial meat production in 
North Carolina during January totalled 
18, 255,000 pounds. Production was 
up 29 percent from January a year 
ago and 32 percent over December 
1950 output. 

Compared with the same month a 
year earlier, the 8,800 head of 
cattle slaughtered during January of 
this year was an increase of 37 
percent while beef production was 
up 32 percent. 

The 4, 300 calves slaughtered were 


NORTH CAROLINA - INCHES OF RAINFALL DURING FEBRUARY, 


Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 


NORTH CAROLINA UNI TED STATES 
SPECIES NUMBER TOTAL NUMBER 
SLAU GH TERED Li VEWE!GHT SL AU GHTERED 
Les. ; 
7,180 
755 
10,311 


Charles B. Carey 
Meteorologist 


TOTAL 
LiVEWEIGHT 


LBs. 


THOUS. HEAD 


1,930, 478 
112.733 


UP SHARPLY 


2 percent under slaughter in Jan- 
uary 1950 but due to a 21 pound in- 
crease in average liveweight, veal 
production was up 11 percent. 

January slaughter of 46,000 hogs 
showed a 30 percent increase over 
December and was 35 percent over 
January a year ago. Pork production 
at 10,311,000 pounds was up 28 per- 
cent from the preceding January. 

Lamb and mutton production in~ 
January showed no change from Jan- 
uary 1950. 
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